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to young clerks that they might be ordained
without risk of poverty, in many ways a
pride to the country and a benefit to their
neighbours, and doubtless there was much
sincere worship within their churches. But for
two centuries and a half before their suppres-
sion Englishmen were no r. more disposed to
increase their number than they are to add to
the Livery Companies of London to-day.

The place of monks and regular canons
was taken in popular affection by the friars.
Christianity has had no better evidence than
the life and character of St. Francis of Assisi.
His entire self-surrender, his universal sym-
pathy, his happiness in believing have earned
for him in recent days a deserved revival of love
and fame. It was he who struck out the idea of
a mission for God undertaken in absolute trust,
without any provision for sustenance. His
friars started out at his impulse to comfort the
suffering and convert the heretic, the thought-
less and the sinful, begging their bread as they
went, and renouncing on principle all possession
of property, not only for themselves but for
their order. It was a venture of faith, and it
was successful in winning back northern Italy,
which was overrun with a strange Patarine
doctrine that at bottom was not Christian
at all. A mist of legend and poetry hangs